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LUXE LIFE

At Home

Los Angeles might be known for its airy beach houses and canyon bungalows, but to 
think of the city as solely a beacon of casual living would overlook those who favor all 
of TinseltownÕs glamour. Enter Mary McDonald, a Brentwood native who likes to put 
the posh in Angeleno interiors. ÒIÕm kind of the odd man out here,Ó she says, referring 
to her preference for primness in laid-back LA. ÒI love something formal in every room.Ó 
McDonald, a former milliner who once made couture-style hats for high-end boutiques 
such as Maxfield, is equal parts drama and decorum. Though she may temper spaces with 
modern touchesÑa bit of Lucite here, some stainless steel thereÑMcDonald has a penchant 

for old-world glamour and its furnishings 
(think Chinoiserie wallpaper, elegant 
draperies and 18th-century French furni-
ture). ÒI prefer the faded elegance of days 
gone by,Ó explains the interior designer, 
who now aptly calls Beverly Hills home. 
With a new book, Mary McDonald: 
Interiors, due out from Rizzoli later this 
year and her line of Õ40s- and neoclassi-
cally inspired lamps for Robert Abbey, 
Inc. debuting this spring, McDonald has 
a lot to look forward to. Still, it seems she 
just canÕt help but feel nostalgic for the past. 

THE

FANTASTIC
FOUR

Meet the decorators whose personal 
styles are shaping LA interior design.

By Marin Preske

INTERIOR DESIGN in Los Angeles has always been some-
thing of a motley affair. Mixed influences in a transient town 
full of diverse architecture donÕt exactly yield a defining 
style. But in the process of channeling this cityÕs varied traits, 
four designers are helping to forge its aesthetic. Whether 
they draw on the glamour of Beverly Hills or the eclectic 
edge of West Hollywood, California eco-consciousness or a 
bohemian spirit that extends well beyond Topanga, the fol-
lowing are locals to know. 

Self-confessed collect-aholic Nathan Turner has amassed what might be described as a globetrotterÕs trea-
sure chest in West Hollywood. In one corner of his eponymous dŽcor shop, stacks of vintage Suzani textiles 
line an antique armoire; in another, handmade ceramics top a Proven•al table. Photo prints adorn the walls. 
Cowhide ottomans embellish the floor. ÒA minimalist I am not,Ó says the Californian. ÒI love layers, a mixed 
Anglo-ethnic look.Ó For Turner that translates into a fusion of patterns, tones and pieces with history that 
collectively yield an eclectic, high-low effect well suited to the neighborhood in which heÕs based. He may 
be a man on a mission to bring a certain joie de vivre westward, but Turner was recently introduced to the 
world of green design while helping Adrian Grenier with his Los Feliz home. Turner outfitted GrenierÕs 
LEED-certified pad with renewable materials such as jute and flax and used touches like fallen-tree stumps 
for seating. ÒThereÕs a ton of resources out there,Ó says Turner, who also designs a line of furniture for Elite 
Leather Company. Perhaps a sign of new boutique booty to come.
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